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Summary.— Between 1998 and 2011 we surveyed diverse localities within the 
Atlantic Forest and Caatinga biomes in the north-east Brazilian state of Rio Grande 
do Norte, registering the presence of Ochraceous Piculet Picumnus limae, Silvery- 
cheeked Antshrike Sakesphorns cristatus and Yellow-faced Siskin Sporagra yarrellii, 
none of which had definitely been recorded previously in the state. We also present 
new records of Tawny Piculet Picumnus fulvescens, expanding our knowledge of 
the species' distribution. 

In north-east Brazil, the state of Rio Grande do Norte is one of the least visited by 
naturalists and museum expeditions (Olmos 2003, Pacheco 2004). Information on its 
avifauna is limited to the historical records of Marcgrave (1942), several recent inventories 
(e.g., Nascimento 2000, Larrazabal et al. 2002, Olmos 2003, Azevedo Junior et al. 2004) and 
the contributions of Sick (1991), Teixeira et al. (1993), Praxedes et al. (1997), Varela-Freire 
(1997), Varela-Freire & Araujo (1997), Medeiros et al. (2000), Whitney et al. (2000) and 
Silveira et al. (2003). Despite our lack of knowledge of the state's avifauna, some areas 
within the Atlantic Forest, Caatinga and littoral are considered priorities for biodiversity 
conservation (Conservation International 2000, Larrazabal et al. 2002, MMA 2002, Bencke 
& Mauricio 2006). Here we present new data on species considered to be rare, threatened 
or endemic. 

TAWNY PICULET Picumnus fulvescens 

Considered Near Threatened (BirdLife International 2011b), P. fulvescens is confined to 
north-east Brazil (Sick 1997), where it is widespread from eastern Piaui and southern Ceara 
to Paraiba, Pernambuco, Alagoas and Sergipe (BirdLife International 2011b, Ruiz-Esparza 
et al. 2011). It was first recorded in Rio Grande do Norte at Serido Ecological Station, in the 
Serra Negra do Norte (Nascimento 2000). We found this piculet to be widespread in the 
Atlantic Forest of Rio Grande do Norte and the south-central caatinga belt (Fig. 1, Table 
1). On the east coast it occurs from Baia Formosa and Canguaretama, in the far south of 
the state, north to Parnamirim and Natal (Fig. 1), and we have also observed the species 
in deciduous forest at the ecotone between Atlantic Forest and caatinga. P. fulvescens is 
rather catholic in its habitat requirements, being found in caatinga, deciduous forest, semi- 
deciduous forest, and coastal savanna and scrub (Table 1). It is also found in small forest 
fragments and in regenerating areas, including at forest borders. 

OCHRACEOUS PICULET Picumnus limae 

Endemic to north-cast Brazil and considered threatened (MMA 2003). In Ceara, until 
recently it was known only from the uplands of Maranguape, Aratanha and Baturite, but 
the species has since been found across almost the entire state (Girao et al. 2007). It also 
occurs in forest islands (known locally as brejos de altitude) on the slopes of residual plateaux 
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Figure 1. Locations of records of endemic and / or endangered birds in the state of Rio Grande do Norte. 
1. Dunas do Rosado, Porto do Mangue, 2. Soledade, Macau, 3. Ponta do Tubarao Sustainable Development 
Reserve, Macau, 4. Petrochemical Petrobras, Guamare, 5. Lagoa Queimado, Pendencias, 6. Petrochemical 
plant, Alto do Rodrigues, 7. Landfill, Ceara Mirim, 8. UFRN campus. Natal, 9. Empresa de Pesquisa 
Agropecuaria do Rio Grande do Norte (EMPARN), Parnamirim, 10. Olho D'agua, Macaiba, 11. Golani, 
Nizia Floresta, 12. Fazenda Bom Jardim, Goianinha, 13. Mata Paraiba, Canguaretama, 14. Vale do Catu, 
Canguaretama, 15. Mata Bela, Baia Formosa, 16. Mata Danijarino, Baia Formosa, 17. Mata Estrela RPPN, Baia 
Formosa, 18. Piquiri Una APA, Espirito Santo, 19. Serra do Formigueiro, Barcelona, 20. Fazenda Malhada 
Vermelha, Parelhas, 21. Serido Ecological Station, Serra Negra do Norte, 22. Pimenteira, Serra de Santana, 
Santana do Matos, 23. BR 226, Florania, 24. Oiteiro, Campo Grande, 25. Mata Sr. Clezinho, Martins, 26. Serra 
de Sao Jose, Luis Gomes. 

in the caatinga of Pernambuco (Roda 2002). Varela-Freire & Araujo (1997) mentioned, 
without details, the presence of P. Hmae in the interior of Rio Grande do Norte, around 
Serido. We observed this species in the south-centre, far west and along the north coast of 
the state (Fig. 1, Table 1), mainly in areas of caatinga, except in the west, where it was found 
in forest islands atop mountains (Table 1). Our surveys found P. Ihnae and P. fulvescens 
syntopically only at Serido Ecological Station, in the Serra Negra do Norte. However, in 
southern Ceara, Olmos et al. (2005) found individuals of P. limae resembling P. fulvescens, 
suggesting they could be conspecific. P. limae generally occurs in secondary forest and near 
areas destroyed by monocultures, especially in the Serra do Martins, where the natural 
vegetation has been mainly replaced by cashew Anacardium occidental plantations, and the 
Serra Santana do Matos. In the north of the state P. limae has been recorded in fragmented 
caatingas, primarily modified by oil drilling, farming and urban growth, further confirming 
that the species can adapt to habitat change. 

SILVERY-CHEEKED ANTSHRIKE Sakesphorus cristatus 

Found from Piaui to Ceara, Paraiba, Pernambuco, and from Bahia to central Minas Gerais 
(Zimmer & Isler 2003, Marini & Lopes 2005). We recorded S. cristatus in caatinga in the 
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hinterland at altitudes of 360-700 m and on the north coast at c.100 m. Although expected 
to occur in Rio Grande do Norte, ours are the first documented records in the state (Table 1). 

YELLOW-FACED SISKIN Sporagra yarrellii 

A globally threatened species endemic to north-east Brazil, where it occurs from Piaui to 
Ceara and in Paraiba to Bahia (MMA 2003, BirdLife International 2011a). In Rio Grande 
do Norte there is only one undocumented record from Serra Verde, Taipu (Praxedes et 
al. 1997). We photographed a female in a patch of caatinga beside highway BR 226, in the 
municipality of Florania (Fig. 1, Table 1). In addition, J. B. Irusta (pers. comm.) observed 
a probable escapee on the campus of the Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte, in 
Natal. This species is sold illegally in several markets around Natal, but these birds may 
be trapped in neighbouring states as their dealers state that they originate in Paraiba and 
Pernambuco. During 2006-08 wildlife officers confiscated three, five and single individuals, 
respectively, which were later released in caatingas at Pureza, Tangara, Currais Novos, 
Campo Redondo and Santa Cruz, all in Rio Grande do Norte (A. P. Leite pers. comm.). In 
the Serra de Santana, Santana do Matos, some local people claim that S. yarrellii appears in 
upland areas (c.700 m) in March (suggesting migration) when they are illegally captured. 
The trade in this endangered bird in Rio Grande do Norte and in other north-eastern states 
is concerning (Pereira & Brito 2005, Rocha et al. 2006), with the relative lack of recent records 
suggesting a steady decline and that legal measures to prevent the species' capture and sale 
require enforcement. 

Our data on P. lirnae and S. yarrellii are important for establishing regional conservation 
priorities. The caatinga, montane forest islands and coastal forest fragments are being 
steadily destroyed and fragmented (SNE 2002, Fundagao SOS Mata Atlantica 2009). The 
presence of threatened species should influence the selection of future conservation units. 
Serido Ecological Station (1,128 ha) is the only fully protected area in the state, meaning 
that the protected area network is in urgent need of expansion. The montane forest islands 
of Luis Gomes are a priority as they are important for the conservation of P. limae and 
other species, with large remnants still biologically unexplored. Also relevant is the need 
for population surveys of several poorly known species and the exploration of other 
ecosystems found in the state. 
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